AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended): A method in a data processing system including a server 
computer system coupled to a plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems via a 
network for automat ically installing a device driver on said plurality of heterogeneous 
client computer systems, wherein each of said heterogeneous cl ient computer systems 
executes a different one of a plurality of operating systems, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

selecting a device driver to be installed: 

specifying said plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems to receive said 
device driver; 

storing a plurality of different versions of said device driver in said server 
computer system, wherein each one of said plurality of different versions is executable by 
only a different one of said plurality of operating systems; 

gathering, bv said serve r computer system, a network address of each one of said 
plurality of client computer systems; 

determinin g, by said ser ver computer system, one of said plurality of operating 
systems being executed bv ea ch one of said plurality of client computer systems: 

eepying one of r , aid plurality of different versions of said devic e driver to one of 
said plurality of cli e nt computer syst e ms whkfe - i$ e xecuting one of said plurality -ef 
d iff e r e nt operating syotcmo, wherein said one of sa i d plurality of different vcrsiono of 
s aid d e vice driver is executable by said on e of said plurality of different operating 

said s erver computer system causing said one of said plurality of client computer 
sy stems to instal l said ono of said plurality of different vomionq of said d e vie e-^five^ 

furth e r compri sing fl te st e p of creatin g, in said server computer system, a file 
including a plurality of entries, each one of said plurality of entries specifying a different 
one of said plurality of client computer systems, one of said plurality of different 
operating systems determined f or said one of said plurality of client computer systems. 
and said [[a]] network address determined for [[of]] said one of said plural ity of client 
computer systems; and 
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further compriaing the ote p^f distributing , bv Said server .computer system, said 
plurality of versions of said device driver to said plurality of client computer systems 
utilizing said file [[.J] bv: 

getting an entry from said file; 

creating an install director y on said one of said plurality of client computer 
systems that is specified in said -entry: 

determinin g an operating system listed in said entxv: 

selecting one of said plur ality of different versions of said device driver that is 
ex ecutable by said determined one of said p lur ality of different operating systems: 

executing a remote copy command to copy said selected one of said plurality of 
different versions of said device dri ver to said install directory created on said one of said 
plurality of client computer systems that is specified bv said entry, said remote copy 
command utilizing sai d network address that is specified in said entrv: 

causing, bv said server comp uter system, said one of said plurality of client 
computer systems that is specified b y said entry to execute an install command to install 
said select ed one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver: 

repeating said step of distributing said pl urality of versions for each one of said 
plurality of entries of said file. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously presented): The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
distributing said plurality of versions of said device driver further comprises the steps of: 

getting a first entry from said file uti lizing said server computer system; 

determining a first one of said plurality of operating systems included in said first 
entry utilizing said server computer system; 

determining a network address for a first one of said plurality of client computer 
systems included in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 
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retrieving a first one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver 
utilizing said server computer system, wherein said first one of said plurality of different 
versions of said device driver is executable by said first one of said plurality of operating 
systems; and 

copying said first one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver 
to said first one of said plurality of client computer systems at said network address 
utilizing said server computer system. 

5. (Original): The method according to claim 4, further comprising the steps of: 
said server computer system determining a directory location within said one of 

said plurality of client computer systems to which to copy said one of said plurality of 
different versions; and 

storing said one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver in said 
directory location within said one of said plurality of client computer systems. 

6. (Original): The method according to claim 5, further comprising the step of said 
server computer system causing said one of said plurality of client computer systems to 
execute an installation command to install said one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver. 

7. (Original): The method according to claim 6, further comprising the steps of: 
getting a second entry from said file utilizing said server computer system; 
determining a second one of said plural ity of operating systems included in said 

second entry utilizing said server computer system; 

determining a network address for a second one of said plurality of client 
computer systems included in said second entry utilizing said server computer system; 

retrieving a second one of said plurality of different versions of said device dri ver 
utilizing said server computer system, wherein said second one of said plurality of 
different versions of said device driver is executable by said second one of said plurality 
of operating systems; and 
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copying said second one of said plurality of different version? of said device 
driver to said second one of said plurality of client computer systems at said network 
address utilizing said server computer system. 

8. (Currently amended); A data processing .system including a server computer 
system coupled to a plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems via a network for 
automatically installing a device driver on said plurality of heterogeneous client computer 
systems, wherein each of said heterogeneous client computer systems executes a different 
one of a plurality of operating systems, comprising: 

means for selecting a device driver to be installed: 

means for specifying said plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems to 
receive said device driver; 

means for storing a plurality of different versions of said device driver in said 
server computer system, wherein each one of said plurality of different versions is 
executable by only a different one of said plurality of operating systems; 

said server c omputer system for gathering a network address of each one of said 
plurality of client computer systems; 

said server c omputer system for determining one of said plurality of operating 
systems being execu ted bv each one of said plurality of client computer systems: 

moans for copying one of said plurality of different ve rs ions of paid device driver 
to on e of said plurality of client comput e r sygtcms whi ch is e xe cuting one of ruiid 
plurality of different operating cystoma, wh e rein p a i d on e of paid plurality o f differ e nt 
versions of said de vic e driver i n executab le by said on e of said plurality of diffor o nt 
operating oyptemp; and 

m e ans f o r said s e rver computer ayotcm causing paid one of paid plurality of clioa* 
e omput e r systems to install paid one of paid plurality of difforont versions of said d evic e 
drivor; and 

further comprising means said server computer system for creating a file 
including a plurality of entries, each one of said plurality of entries specifying a different 
one of said plurality of client computer systems, one of said plurality of different 
operating systems determined for said one of said plurality of client computer systems. 
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and safd [la]) network address determined for [[of]] said one of said plurality of client 
computer systems; and 

furth e r comprising moan? said server computer sy stem for distributing said 
plurality of versions of said device driver to said plurality of client computer systems 
utilizing said file[[.]] by: 

said server, computer syste m getting an entry from said file; 

Said server computer system creating an i nstall directory on said one of said 
plurality of client co mputer systems that is specified in said entry; 

said server computer system determining an operating system listed in said entry; 

said server computer system selecting o ne of said plurality of different versions of 
said device driver that is executable by said determined one of said plurality of different 
operating systems: 

said seiner computer syste m executing a remote copy command to copy said 
selected one of said plurality of diffe rent versions of said device driver to said install 
directory created on said one of said plurality of client computer systems that is specified 
by said entry, said remote copy command utili zing said network address that is sp ecified 
in said entrv: 

said server, co mputer system causing said one of said p l urality of client computer 
systems that is specified by said ent ry to execute an install command to install said 
selected one of said plur ality of different versions of said device driven 

means for repeating said distributing of sai d plurality of versions for each one of 
said plurality of entries of said file. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 J . (Previously presented): The system according to claim 8, wherein said means for 
distributing said plurality of versions of said device driver further comprises: 

means for getting a first entry from said file utilizing said server computer system; 
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means for determining a first one of said plurality of operating systems included 
in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 

means for determining a network address for a first one of said plurality of client 
computer systems included in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 

means for retrieving a first one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said first one of said 
plurality of different versions of said device driver is executable by said first one of said 
plurality of operating systems; and 

means for copying said first one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver to said first one of said plurality of client computer systems at said network 
address utilizing said server computer system. 

1.2. (Original): The system according to claim 1 1 , further comprising; 

means for said server computer system determining a directory location within 
said one of said plurality of client computer systems to which to copy said one of said 
plurality of different versions; and 

means for storing said one of said plurality of different versions of said device 
driver in said directory location within said one of said plurality of client computer 
systems. 



13. (Original): The system according to claim 1 2, farther comprising means for said 
server computer system causing said one of said plurality of client computer systems to 
execute an installation command to install said one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver. 



14. (Original): The system according to claim 13, further comprising: 

means for getting a second entry from said file utilizing said server computi 

system; 

means for determining a second one of said plurality of operating systems 
included in said second entry utilizing said server computer system; 
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means for determining a network address for a second one of said plurality of 
client computer systems included in said second entry utilizing said server computer 
system; 

means for retrieving a second one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said second one of said 
plurality of different versions of said device driver is executable by said second one of 
said plurality of operating systems; and 

means for copying said second one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver to said second one of said plurality of client computer systems at said 
network address utilizing said server computer system. 

15. (Currently amended): A computer readable media including a server computer 
system coupled to a plurality of heterogeneous client computer systems via a network for 
automatically installing a device driver on said plurality of heterogeneous client computer 
systems, wherein each of said heterogeneous client computer systems executes a different 
one of a plurality of operating systems, said computer readable media comprising: 
instructions for selecting a device driver to be installed: 

instruction means for specifying said plurality of heterogeneous client computer 
systems to receive said device driver; 

instruction means for storing a plurality of different versions of said device driver 
in said server computer system, wherein each one of said plurality of different versions is 
executable by only a different one of said plurality of operating systems; 

instructions for Gathering, by said server computer system, a network address of 
each one of said plural ity of client computer systems: 

instructions for determining , by said server computer system, one of said p lurality 
of operating_SY$tems beinR executed bv each one of said p lural ity of client comp uter 
systems: 

inptaiction means for copy i u g ou e - of said plum l ity of different ve i aiom o fi ai id 
d e vice driver to one of aaid plurality of oliont computer ay s toms which io executing ono 
of said plurality of different operating oyntoma, wherein aaid one of paid plurality 0 f 
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d iffe r e nt v e r s ions of said dovico dr i v e r ia ex e cutable by said one of sa i d plurality of 
d iff e r e nt operating systems; an d 

instruction means for said server comput e r sy s t e m caus i ng said Qfl e-o^satd 
plurality of client computer s ystems to install paid one of said plurality off diff e rent 
v e rsions of said d e vic e dri vef^-rod 

fo rth e r comprising instruction means for creating a file including a plurality of 
entries, each one of said plurality of entries specifying a different one of said plurality of 
client computer systems, one of said plurality of different operating systems determined 
for said one of said plurality of clien t computer systems , and said [[a]] network address 
determined for [[of]] said one of said plurality of client computer systems; and 

further comprising instruction means for distributing said plurality of versions of 
said device driver to said plurality of client computer systems utilizing said file [[.]] by,: 

instructions for setting an entry from said file; 

instructions fo r creating an install directory on said one of said plurality of client 

computer systems that is specified in said entry; 

in structions for determining an operating system listed in said cntrv: 
instructions for selecting o ne of said plurality of different versions of said device 

driver that is executabl e bv said determined one of said plurality of different operating 

systems; 

instructions for executing a remote copy command to conv said selected one of 
said plurality of different versions of sa id device driver to said install directory created on 
said o ne of said plurality of client computer systems that is specified by said entrv r said 
remote copy command utilizing said n etwork address that is specified in said entrv: 

instructions for causing, bv said server c omputer system, said one of said plurality 
of client computer systems that is sp ecified bv said entry to execute an install command 
to install said selected one of said pl urality of different versions of said device driver; 

instructions for repeating sai d instructions for distributing said plurality of 
versions for each one of said plurality of entries of said file. 

16. (Canceled) 
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17. (Canceled) 

18. (Previously presented): The computer readable media according to claim 15, 
wherein said instruction means for distributing said plurality of versions of said device 
driver further comprises: 

instruction means for getting a first entry from said file utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction means for determining a first one of said plurality of operating systems 
included in said first entry utilizing said server computer system; 

instruction means for determining a network address for a first one of said 
plurality of client computer systems included in said first entry utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction means for retrieving a first one of said plurality of different versions of 
said device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said first one of said 
plurality of different versions of said device driver is executable by said first one of said 
plurality of operating systems; and 

instruction means for copying said first one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver to said first one of said plurality of client computer systems at said 
network address utilizing said server computer system. 

19. (Original): The computer readable media according to claim 1 8, further 
comprising: 

instruction means for said server computer system determining a directory 
location within said one of said plurality of client computer systems to which to copy said 
one of said plurality of different versions; and 

instruction means for storing said one of said plurality of different versions of said 
device driver in said directory location within said one of said plurality of client computer 
systems. 

20. (Original): The computer readable media according to claim 19, further 
comprising instruction means for said server computer system causing said one of said 
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plurality of client computer systems to execute an installation command to install said 
one of said plurality of different versions of said device driver. 

2 1 , (Original): The computer readable media according to claim 20, further 
comprising: 

instruction means for getting a second entry from said file utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction means for determining a second one of said plurality of operating 
systems included in said second entry utilizing said server computer system; 

instruction means for determining a network address for a second one of said 
plurality of client computer systems included in said second entry utilizing said server 
computer system; 

instruction means for retrieving a second one of said plurality of different versions 
of said device driver utilizing said server computer system, wherein said second one of 
said plurality of different versions of said device driver is executable by said second one 
of said plurality of operating systems; and 

instruction means for copying said second one of said plurality of different 
versions of said device driver to said second one of said plurality of client computer 
systems at said network address utilizing said server computer system. 
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